
 

Barges are capable of moving many different cargoes that support our nation’s commerce both 
at home and in the international markets. Moving more than 60% of U.S. grain exports, this 
cost-efficient industry allows American products to be highly competitive in global exchanges. 
In addition, these powerful boats transport fertilizer, coal, petroleum products, aggregate, steel 
and other basic feed stock throughout our nation, providing a cost effective means of long 
distance transportation. 

The towboat, and barge industry contributes over $5 billion a year to the U.S. economy and 
provides more than 33,000 jobs aboard its boats and barges alone. This industry also employs 
of one of America's most incredible natural resources - our more than 25,000 mile long 
waterway system. Barges provide a strong and effective link within the U.S. inter-modal 
transportation system, and as a result, help to ease the congestion of busy highways and 
booming population centers. 

Barge transportation is not only economically beneficial and environmentally friendly, but is 
also committed to a paramount level of safety and awareness. The Responsible Carrier 
Program, endorsed by the U.S. Coast Guard and adopted by all American Waterways Operators 
members, ensures that this industry protects both its employees and the environment. As a 
result, the barge industry incurs the fewest accidents of any method of transportation in this 
country. 



 

Transportation along our nation's Inland Waterways System is economical, safe and 
environmentally friendly.  

• A single barge can hold as much cargo as 18 rail cars or 60 semi-trailer 
trucks. 

• On the Mississippi normal tow configurations consist of 15 individual 
barges, this is the equivalent of 900 trucks or 270 rail cars, all pushed by 1 
towboat. 

 

• Towboats also offer greater fuel efficiency than other modes of 
transportation, and as a result, they allow for cleaner air, more ton miles 
per gallon of fuel and reduced emissions. 

 



Port of Kansas City, Marine Terminal 

Port KC started evaluating possible commerce and operations for the marine terminal in 2012. 
The Port Authority believed that the neglected city owed terminal was a crucial missing 
element for transportation centric Kansas City and region. State and Federal transportation 
studies over the last decade all came to similar conclusions that road and rail infrastructure was 
not keeping pace with freight growth and would be at maximum capacity by 2040. The solution 
is to look to the inland waterway system to relieve such growth especially with the expansion of 
the Panama Canal and the Caribbean basin developing hub and spoke transloading port 
terminals.  

Port KC signed a twenty five year lease with the city in March of 2012.  Much of the existing 
infrastructure had deteriorated due to age and neglect, but a plan was approved and with state 
and local funding the most important elements were repaired and replaced. This was a longer 
than expected project due to its complexity and large investment required. Other than physical 
infrastructure commercial freight movement took a wait and see approach in changing from 
terrestrial modes to inland waterways. With a focused and aggressive approach Port KC was 
able to get a firm commitment from a national agriculture company to commit shipping 
fertilizer through the Port of Kansas City. In 2016 the first full year of operation over 45,000 
tons was shipped through the port. This freight was originally shipped to Tulsa OK a 500 mile 
round trip. By directly calling at Kansas City over 2,000 round trips miles were saved.  This is the 
equivalent of 1,000,000 road miles eliminated! 

 

Unloading Fertilizer 2017  



In 2015 total tonnage amounted to 12,000 tons; 2016 increased to 45,000 tons and we expect 
2017 to be over 60,000 tons. From the initial one product of fertilizer we have added structural 
steel, steel scrap, mill scale and road salt.  

Current Waterway Transport 

Presently four national barge lines are offering Kansas City bills of lading with an additional two 
committing the same for 2018. Other private terminals have taken this opportunity to use 
barge transportation in the Kansas City area and region. Nebraska City, Omaha and Kansas all 
have active terminals using the Missouri river. Port KC continues to look for other commodities 
that could use barges for transport and with the completion of installing rail in 2017 we now 
have significant freight transfer capabilities. The rail connection makes a truly multimodal 
terminal. 

 

Rail opening ceremony June 2017 


